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WEEKLY UPDATE                                                             

MAY 19 - 25, 2024 
 

THIS WEEK                                                                                           
SEE PAGE 4 

 

SLO PENSION TRUST                                                                                                                  
GOOD NEWS – WILL NOT NEED TO LOWER THE INTEREST 

ASSUMPTION RATE NEXT YEAR  - LESS PRESSURE ON BUDGET 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS                                                                  
MINOR CHANGES TO THE PROPOSED BUDGET AND REVIEW 

SCHEDULE 

SAN JAUN WATER DISTRICT ANNEXATION MYSTERY ITEM                             

(NO MATERIAL)   

SLO CLERK RECORDER: LIMIT BALLOT INFORMATION 
 

HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION & REDUCTION STATUS 

“WELCOME HOME VILLAGE” FOR THE HOMELESS NOT SO 

WELCOME 

END OF BOB JONES TRAIL? - CONDEMNATION & DEADLINES 

PLANNING COMMISSION                                                                        
36 NEW UNITS IN SAN MIGUEL 

LAST WEEK                                                                                          
SEE PAGE 12 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS                                                          
LEGISLATIVE BILLS WITH NASTY IMPACTS ON COUNTY                              
THE BOARD MAJORITY REFUSES TO PROTECT PROP 13 AGAIN                                             

&                                                                                                                                                          

OPPOSE ATTACKS ON TAX BLOCKING REFERENDA 

FY 2024-25  $851.8 ANNUAL BUDGET PROPOSED 

FY 2023-24 THIRD  QUARTER FINANCIAL REPORT                                            
THERE IS NO THERE THERE 

2024 ANNUAL DEBT REPORT  
 

    SLO COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 
DUNES DUST PROGRESS UPDATE 

SLO COUNTY LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION 

COMMISSION                                                                                               
CAMBRIA AMBULANCES REVIEW                                                          

REVENUES AREN’T KEEPING UP WITH COSTS 

COLAB SEEKING EXPERIENCED EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR! 
 

 

COLAB San Luis Obispo is seeking an experienced Executive Director 
to lead the organization’s advocacy and education efforts. This position 
will report directly to the Board of Directors, and will oversee 
administration, staffing, scheduling, and communications in addition 
to being COLAB’s principal advocate for a stronger business 
environment in our region. Qualified candidates will have experience 
in government, public policy, advocacy, and/or law, experience 
managing employees, and exemplary communication skills. (This is a 
1099 Misc. position.) Interested parties may submit questions, or 
resumes and cover letters to colabslo@gmail.com. 

 

EMERGENT ISSUES                                                                     
SEE PAGE 25 

 

 

mailto:colabslo@gmail.com
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CALIFORNIA'S BAN ON DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES 

COULD HAVE MAJOR NATIONAL 

REPERCUSSIONS  

No technology exists today to enable railroads to comply with the 

state's diktat, which villainizes a mode of transportation that is 

actually quite energy efficient 

NEBRASKA & 16 OTHER STATES SUE CALIFORNIA 

OVER ZERO-EMISSIONS TRUCKING MANDATES                                                                                                                                             
States hope to halt California’s EV trucking regulations 

 

ONLY UNITY CAN CHALLENGE ENVIRONMENTALISM, 

INC.                                                                                                                  
California has only 5.0 percent of its land housing 94.2 percent of its population    

  

Border Getaways - Jump exponentially under current regime 
 

COLAB IN DEPTH                                                                                       
SEE PAGE  33 

 

TAKING BACK CALIFORNIA – PART THREE: 

FIGHTING CRIME                                                                

CONSERVATIVE CANDIDATES IN CALIFORNIA HAVE A 

CHANCE TO WIN OVER VOTERS WHO WON’T RESPOND TO A 

HARSHER “LOCK THEM ALL UP” MESSAGE                                      

BY EDWARD RING 

 

SPONSORS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

https://amgreatness.com/author/edwardring/
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THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS                                                  

ALL MEETINGS ARE AT 9:00 AM UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 
 

 

 

SLO Pension Trust Meeting of Monday, May 20, 2024 (Scheduled) 

 

Item 5 - March 2024 YTD Returns. 

 

 
 

Item 7 - January 1, 2024 Experience Study.  The good news is that the consulting actuaries do 

not recommend a lowering of the overall  interest assumption rate of 6.75%. This means that 

there will be no new pressure on the County Budget during FY 2024-25 for a large jump in the 

pension contribution. This is  partially a result of the system meeting and/or exceeding its 

investment target over the past years.  

 

There is pressure from overall salary increases, retirees living longer, and the buildup of Cost of 

Living Adjustment (COLA) banks. The latter are a formula based benefit designed as a hedge 

against inflation during retirement. In those years when the Southern California inflation rate 

increases, retirees may be eligible for anywhere from a 1% to 3% COLA. If the inflation rates 

exceed their designated COLA, the overage percentage may be banked for use in years when 

there is a less COLA or no COLA. In recent years, the instances of these COLA bank 

designations have built up. The actuaries recommend that these accumulating obligations be 

incorporated into the liability calculations. This, in turn, along with longer lives, has resulted in 

the actuaries recommending that the pension contribution rate be increased an average of 2.4%. 
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For those readers who would enjoy a real understanding of how the actuarial assumptions 

are developed and the rates set, control click on the link below. When it opens scroll down 

to Item 7 , the 2024 Experience study. It is fascinating and clear. It also provides insights to 

the economy 

 

 

 
 

 

May-20,-2024-SLOCPT-Board-Meeting-Materials.pdf (ca.gov)   

 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, May 21 , 2024 (Scheduled)  

 

Item 5 - Submittal of the FY 2024-25 Supplemental Budget to 1) publish the budget hearing 

schedule and 2) recommend adjustments to the FY 2024-25 Recommended Budget.   These 

https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Pension-Trust/Board-of-Trustees-Meetings/BOT-Meeting-Documents/Agendas/2024/May-20,-2024-SLOCPT-Board-Meeting-Materials.pdf
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are final adjustments to the Proposed Budget containing refinements that were developed after 

the book was presented. After various adjustments, the total budget increases slightly. 

 

 
The Hearing Schedule is included as Addendum A below, on page 36 of the Weekly Update.                    

                                                                                                                                                       

Item 6 - Submittal of a notice to commence negotiations and a resolution accepting the 

negotiated exchange of property tax revenue and annual tax increment between the County 

of San Luis Obispo and the Shandon-San Juan Water District for Annexation No. 1 - 

Skyview.  This is a mystery item, as there is no board letter or backup. 

 

Item 17 - It is recommended that the Board elect to opt out of the provisions of the Ballot 

DISCLOSE Act requiring the listing of supporters and opponents for county, city, district 

and school measures on the county ballot and future county ballots.  This one seems like a 

reduction in service. Why wouldn’t voters desire the information? 

 

The Ballot DISCLOSE Act enacted in 2022 requires all ballot measures statewide to include a 

list of supporters and opponents to be printed directly on the ballot. As no funding was 

appropriated to support this requirement, the Ballot DISCLOSE Act creates an unfunded state 

mandate for counties, which already absorb most of the costs for state and federal elections. 

Logistical challenges also arise as the existing election timeline does not accommodate for the 

increase in operational demands to comply, including time and costs associated with 

verification, data input, proofreading, and translation.  

 

Clerk Recorder Elaina Canto’s Opinion?  

 

Bizarrely, the County Clerk Recorder recommends omitting it on the basis that it is too costly, 

too much trouble, and too political. Huh?  

 

Printing supporter/opponent lists could likely further politicize the ballot by increasing the 

potential for electioneering and promotion of candidates who may be on the ballot and are also 

signers of a measure. Including a supporter/opponent list on the ballot could also put the County 

Registrar of Voters in the position of accepting or denying abbreviations of 

supporters/opponents that may not be clear to voters due to the maximum character limit, which 

in turn may result in legal challenges to perceived unfair determinations or ambiguity.  

 

Why wouldn’t it be good to have the record on who is sabotaging Proposition 13 for the casual 

voter? Why wouldn’t be important for the casual voter to understand who is proposing tax 

increases?  
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While the intention of providing more information to voters is admirable, the more complicated 

and lengthy ballots become, the more likely they are to confuse voters and cause frustration. 

Simply printing the supporters and opponents of a local measure on the ballot does not provide 

the entire context of what a measure is, nor does it better inform the voter of the intent of the 

measure. Moreover, voters are provided with voter information guides (both state and local) and 

online election materials, which enable them to learn about candidates and measures.  

 

It is estimated that implementing the Ballot DISCLOSE Act requirements could substantially 

increase the cost to conduct elections in the Count of San Luis Obispo by approximately 

$121,000 per election.  

 

The Board should reject this one. 

 

Item 37 - Request to receive and file a report on progress of County’s Five-Year Plan to 

Reduce Homelessness and provide direction as outlined in the recommendation.  The Board 

will receive an extensive report on progress towards reducing homelessness. The data show a 

reduction so far. The report is not clear on how much the County is expending on homelessness 

prevention and reduction. 

 

 

  
The proposed FY 2024-25 County Budget exhibits the table below for the Homelessness 

Division of the Social Services Department: 
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Since some of these funds leverage other programs, the total impact is not known here. Many 

homeless persons also receive social security payments, housing assistance, food assistance, 

medical care, and other benefits that are not included here. 

 

Control click on the link, below, to see the full report. It takes a minute to  open. 

 

 

https://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/iip/sanluisobispo/file/getfile/161507  

  

 

MATTERS AFTER 1:30 PM 
 

Item 39 - Submittal of a resolution approving the Welcome Home Village (WHV) Project, 

consisting of 46 permanent supportive residential housing units and 34 interim supportive 

housing residential units located at the corner of Johnson and Bishop Street in the city of 

San Luis Obispo, to reduce homelessness along the Bob Jones Trail encampment in the city 

of San Luis Obispo.  The project would install small portable units for the homeless people on a 

parking lot across from the old County Hospital. There is mixed support and opposition from 

neighbors. The support seems to have been organized, as a number of the letters use the same 

structure and wording.  

 

This is likely to be a long and contentious hearing. 

 

 Site Location 

https://agenda.slocounty.ca.gov/iip/sanluisobispo/file/getfile/161507
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A Similar Project 
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Item 40 - Request to receive an update on the scope change application and give staff 

direction on options to proceed with the Bob Jones Pathway Gap Closure Project in order 

to meet the grant funding timeline for the Bob Jones Pathway from the Octagon Barn to 

Ontario Road Project in Avila Beach.  The staff is dropping this one in the Board’s lap. This 

should also be an intense hearing. Bring your meals ready to eat and cocktails.  

 

1. The County received an $18 State million grant to complete a 4.5 mile section of the Bob 

Jones Trail, which connects San Luis Obispo to Avila Beach.  

 

2. One of the owners of right of way has refused to sell a necessary segment to the County. 

 

3. Some Supervisors are loath to use eminent domain for recreation purposes.  

 

4. The alternative routes are less desirable and in some cases are not eligible for project funds, as 

they don’t meet the State program requirements. 

 

5. The project is deadlined by the state; unless the County spends the money timely, it will lose 

the grant.  

 

Supervisors Arnold and Peschong oppose the use of eminent domain generally in this case. They 

should surrender their opposition in exchange for: 

 

1. Reappointment to the Paso Basin Coordinating Committee. 

 

2. Restoration of the Ag water ordinance, which provided water for small users in the Paso 

Basin. 

 

3. Full Board support for preservation of Proposition 13 (Opposition to ACA 1 and ACA 13). 

 

4. Permanent rejection of the Housing in Lieu Tax. 

 

5. Increased percentage of the Budget dedicated to capital improvements and roads. 

 

6. Rezone of 4,000 acres of unincorporated county land for homes. 

 

Item 41 -  Any Supervisor may ask a question for clarification, make an announcement, or 

report briefly on his or her activities. In addition, Supervisors may request staff to report 

back to the Board at a subsequent meeting concerning any matter or may request that staff 

place a matter of business on a future agenda. Any request to place a matter of business for 

consideration on a future agenda requires the majority vote of the Board.  
 

 

SLO County Planning Commission Meeting of Thursday, May 23, 2024 (Scheduled) 

 

Item 4 - Hearing to consider a request by James and Debra Saunders for a Conditional Use 

Permit to (DRC2019 00252) to construct 36 multi-family residential units on a two-acre site 
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APN: 021-371-002 and APN: 021-371 003. The project would consist of seven one-story 

buildings, onsite parking, and landscaping. The project will result in ground disturbance of 

the entire two-acre site. The project is within the Recreation land use category and located 

at 777 Monterey Road, in the community of San Miguel.  In a 3,500 square mile County, they 

have to site them in a triangle between the 101 and an off ramp. Heat and noise will impact  

these apartments. 

 

The proposed 36 market rate units would be configured within seven one-story apartment 

buildings, including five different building designs. The specific data of the buildings is 

described below (Table 1). The proposed design for the project is Spanish style with red tile 

roofing and stone accents to resemble the design of the Mission of San Miguel. Additionally, the 

project includes a 6-foot-tall metal noise mitigation wall along the western side of the property 

line adjacent to Highway 101. The project is also proposing trees to be planted along the noise 

wall to help mitigate noise.  
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LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS  
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    Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, May 14, 2024 (Completed) 
 

 

Item 21 - Request to receive an update on State Legislative activities by Paul Yoder of 

Shaw Yoder Antwih Schmelzer & Lange (Administrative office).  The lobbyists expect that 

significant reductions in the State Budget will occur as the Legislature finalizes it in late June. It 

is not yet known how severe reductions will be to revenues that support State mandates to 

counties. 

 

Once again, the Board leftist majority refused to support motions protecting Proposition 13. This 

time on a 2/2 vote, with Gibson and Paulding dissenting, and with Ortiz-Legg absent.  

 

Background:  The update consisted of a 40-page list of bills currently pending that should 

impact the County of San Luis Obispo. Presumably, the Board will provide preliminary 

direction. The list is long and detailed. This process may take some time.  

 

Some samples of the bills are listed below: 

 

1. Gutting of Proposition 13:  

 

See the details in the table below: 

 

 
 

 

2. Making it impossible to pass tax limitation measures: 
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3. Significantly weakening the ability of cities, counties, and other entities to manage their 

budgets:  It essentially requires them to fill all vacant positions. 

 

 

 
 

 

4. Weakening the counties’ ability to manage their mental health programs while imposing 

new rules and mandates: 

 

 

 
 

5. Legal impacts on agritourism:  What if the cow pisses on the visitor?  
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6 More taxpayer subsidies for wind energy: 

 

 

 
5. From the sublime to the trivial:     
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Item 22 - Introduction of the County of San Luis Obispo FY 2024-25 Recommended 

Budget.  Budget hearings will begin on Monday, June 3, 2024, at 9:00 AM. There was the usual 

perfunctory presentation. The Board appeared to be in  some form of torpor. There were no 

questions or comments. The presentation and document were received.  

 

Usually the matter is completed in less than one day. The write-up states in part: 

  

The Recommended Budget authorizes a Governmental Funds (core government services and 

programs funded by specific revenue sources) spending level of $851.8 million, which is a $6.8 

million increase (0.80%) compared to the FY 2023-24 Adopted Budget.  

 

It was originally forecast that there would be a revenue expenditure gap of $22.3 million. This is 

now estimated at $15.6  million. Various devices, such as not budgeting as many vacant 

positions, deferring some programs, some actual position reductions, applying less to reserves, 

and others are proposed to eliminate this problem. None of these seem to be particularly  

draconian. 

 

COLAB will report back prior to the June 3, 2024 hearing.  

 

Item 25 - Submittal of the FY 2023-24 Third Quarter Financial Status Report and request 

to approve various financial actions as detailed in Section 4 of Attachment 1 - FY 2023-24 

Third Quarter Financial Report (one or more actions require 4/5 votes) and Annual Debt 

Report.  Here, as in the item above the Board listened to the presentation but seeded listless 

and had no questions or comments other than to thank the staff  for all their  work. 

 

Again, as we have pointed out in the past, these reports contain a great deal of detail, but provide 

no estimate of the status of the finances at close of the fiscal year on June 30, 2024. They have to 

have made a projection or they could not have completed the Proposed Fiscal Year 2024-25 

Budget (See item 22 above).  

 

It would appear that the Budget will close in the black, as the Auditor Controller forecasts a fund 

balance of $44.3 million. The reader has to go to page 8 to even find the statement: 

 

In preparation of the FY 2024-25 Recommended Budget, the Auditor-Controller-Treasurer-Tax 

Collector’s Office projected that the County’s General Fund would have a Fund Balance 

Available (FBA) of $42.3 million at year-end, which is included as a funding source for the FY 

2024-25 Recommended Budget. The FBA is the amount of money available at the end of one 

fiscal year for financing a portion of the budgetary requirements for the upcoming fiscal year. It 

is comprised of the unspent General Fund contingencies at the end of the year, plus any 
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remaining General Fund dollars unspent or not encumbered by the various County departments 

at year end. Unspent contingencies in the current year is the single largest driver of the FBA to 

fund the coming year’s budget. The Auditor-Controller Treasurer-Tax Collector’s FBA estimate 

was based upon year end projections provided by individual departments. 

 

In a fuzzy closing paragraph, the Board letter states:  

 

In the second quarter, it was estimated that there might be $8 million net General Fund impact. 

Based on notable issues included in the attached report (Attachment 1), as of the end of the third 

quarter, it is anticipated that there might $3.6 million net General Fund impact. Approval of the 

recommendations will allow for a total of $363,164 in cash and gift card donations to be 

accepted on behalf of FC 132 – District Attorney, FC 137 – Health Agency – Animal Services, 

FC 139 – Probation, FC 180 – Social Services, FC 222 – Parks and Recreation – Community 

Parks, FC 305 – Parks and Recreation – Regional Parks, and FC 377 – Library. The Board is 

asked to relieve accountability for uncollectable debt in the amount of $56,007 for FC 180 - 

Social Services. The Board is also asked to declare surplus and authorize disposal through 

public auction of six Central Services-Fleet vehicles for FC 407 – Fleet. Finally, the Board is 

asked to approve other miscellaneous budget adjustments totaling $5,367,015. These 

miscellaneous adjustments include, among other transfers, $1,760,904 from General Fund 

contingencies.  

 

On the Boing 787 heading towards the High Sierra, you need to know your position, altitude, air 

speed, attitude, and when you will reach the Sierra. The County knows one thing at a time and is 

obsessed with the process. The Board letter contains lower level details about minor donations, 

position swaps, position reclassifications, and other minutia. The question of how we are doing is 

never comprehensively approached  

 

The report always leads with a year over year table that compares the percentage of revenues and 

expenses for the current subject quarter with the same time during the prior year. See table 

below. 
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It is likely that this is a device to show that things are running along normally. Differences in 

revenue are always explained as “timing issues,” and it is indicated that everything will be ok in 

the end. 

 

This report should provide a June 30th revenue and expenditure estimate for: 

 

 The General Fund total. 

 

 The Government Funds total. 

 

 The All Funds total.  

 

The County has edged closer to 3,000 employees.  

 

 
Staffing vacancy rates are still high. 
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The employee turnover rate also remains high. This seems strange, given the great pay, benefits, 

and hours. Anyone who attends regularly and studies can receive promotions over their career. 

During every Board meeting we are treated to a retirement ceremony during which the retiring  

employees gush over their careers with the County. Their colleagues express admiration and 

affection. Mentoring is often cited. 

  

Annual Debt Report 

 

The 3
rd

 Quarter Report also contains a subsection presentation on the County’s overall 

debt status, which is useful information.  This  was an effective report by the Auditor 

Controller, which indicated that the County has low tax-backed debt but significant rate payer 

enterprise fund debt for water and sewer utility projects. Again, the Board listened to the report 

but did not interact or ask questions. 

 

  
The utility debt is higher . 
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In FY 2022-23 $38.5 million was paid off.  

 
 

In 2035, the Pension Bonds will be paid off, offering the opportunity for the County to 

invest in capital improvements. 
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The County enjoys high debt ratings from the independent rating agencies. 
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The report did not address the long term unfunded pension obligations, as these were already 

presented to the Board earlier in the year. Some County officials do not count these as real debt, 

since they are amortized over long periods. On the other hand, during financial downturns, the 

payments by the County could savage the budget. Accordingly, they should be presented here as 

context. 

 

In the long term, the current system of California State and local government is not sustainable, 

as current and long range obligations grow exponentially faster than the economy that supports 

them. Thus, we see the constant clamor by officials for more taxes, fees, assessments, and 

Federal largess. 

 

SLO Air Pollution Control District (APCD) Meeting of Wednesday, May 15, 2024   

(Completed) 

 

Item B.2 - Joint Scientific Advisory Group and APCD update on Oceano Dunes mitigation 

efforts under Stipulated Order of Abatement #17-01. The detailed report demonstrated 

significant progress that the APCD and the State Parks Department have achieved in reducing 

PM10 and PM2 particles in blowing sand. The last report, in 2023, also demonstrated significant 

reductions in the generation of the dunes dust. 

  

The goal for dust reduction has now been set to be equal to or lower than that which was 

occurring in 1938.  Positively, this has been achieved, per the table below: 

 

 

  

As noted in the table to the left, the 1939 level was 

166 mtc/day. The current level is 148 mtc/per day. 

 

 

The Coastal Commission still wants to close the 

dunes to off road riding and free style camping. Last 

year the Commission began issuing the closure 

order. This was stopped in the Court in a legal suit 

by the Friends of the Dunes. In turn, the Coastal 

Commission has appealed the decision, which is 

now being  processed through the Court of Appeals. 

 

Supervisor Gibson still seems to want to have the 

area closed in spite of the progress. He keeps 

referring  to the original APCD Rule 1001, which 

required greater reductions than the current version. 

 

All this is peculiar. Why doesn’t everyone just 

declare victory and move on? No one on the APCD 

Board asked this basic question. 
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Meanwhile and separately, the State Parks Department Division of Off  Road Vehicle Riding had 

a separate hearing in Arroyo  Grande, which hosted the same presentation that had been received 

by the APCD. Park using riders pointed out that the reductions have been achieved by severely 

limiting the amount of area available for riding and camping. This, in turn, has required State 

Parks to turn people away. 

 

Background:  There is no written report in  advance. Accordingly, as expected, a verbal report  

took place with handouts and PowerPoint slides. The progress that the APCD and the State Parks 

Department have achieved in reducing PM10 and PM2 particles in blowing sand has been 

demonstrated. The last report in 2023 demonstrated significant reductions in the generation of 

the dunes dust. 

 

Hopefully, the Coastal Commission will allow the process to go forward and will refrain from 

attempting to close the Park to off road riding and free style camping.  

 
 

 

Local Agency Formation Commission Meeting of Thursday, May 16, 2024  

(Completed)  

 

 

 

Item B - 1 Municipal Service Review And Sphere Of Influence Study For Cambria 

Community Healthcare District.  State law requires that LAFCO periodically review each 

county, city, community service district, and special district. They cover legal compliance, 

service quality, and  finances. Essentially, the Cambria Health Care District provides ambulance 

service and some health education. The report indicates that it is performing well in all  

categories; however, its expenses have begun to outstrip its revenues in most fiscal years. This 

situation could ultimately result in a request to dissolve the district in the future and request for 

the Count to take over its functions in the future. This is a growing trend, as salaries, pensions, 

fuel, utilities, and other costs grow relentlessly faster than the underlying economy. 
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LAFCO determines that out of the three financial indicators used to determine the District’s 

health, CCHD scored well on two of the three. CCHD’s operating ratio and liquidity ratio 

exceeded the minimum of 1.0 for the latest FY 2022-2023. B-1-14 Exhibit B | Resolution No. 

2024 - Regarding the District’s net position, the CCHD operated with a net deficit over the last 

five-year audited period; primarily related to pension liability and OPEB liability. However, as 

noted, the District pays their annual contributions to Pension and OPEB liabilities to the State. 

The District is encouraged to continue its efforts towards pursuing a plan to offset the District’s 

liabilities such as a Trust Fund. 
 

 
   

 

EMERGENT ISSUES 
  

 

Item 1 - California's Ban on Diesel Locomotives Could Have Major National Repercussions 

No technology exists today to enable railroads to comply with the state's diktat, 

which villainizes a mode of transportation that is actually quite energy efficient. 

VERONIQUE DE RUGY | 5.2.2024  
Share on FacebookShare on XShare on RedditShare by emailPrint friendly versionCopy page 

URL 

 
(DPST/Newscom) 

 

American federalism is struggling. Federal rules are an overwhelming presence in every state 

government, and some states, due to their size or other leverage, can impose their own policies 

on much or all of the country. The problem has been made clearer by an under-the-radar plan to 

phase out diesel locomotives in California. If the federal government provides the state with a 

helping hand, it would bring nationwide repercussions for a vital, overlooked industry. 

https://reason.com/people/veronique-de-rugy/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Freason.com%2F2024%2F05%2F02%2Fhow-californias-ban-on-diesel-locomotives-could-have-major-national-repercussions%2F
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Freason.com%2F2024%2F05%2F02%2Fhow-californias-ban-on-diesel-locomotives-could-have-major-national-repercussions%2F
https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Freason.com%2F2024%2F05%2F02%2Fhow-californias-ban-on-diesel-locomotives-could-have-major-national-repercussions%2F&title=How+California%27s+Ban+on+Diesel+Locomotives+Could+Have+Major+National+Repercussions
https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Freason.com%2F2024%2F05%2F02%2Fhow-californias-ban-on-diesel-locomotives-could-have-major-national-repercussions%2F&title=How+California%27s+Ban+on+Diesel+Locomotives+Could+Have+Major+National+Repercussions
https://reason.com/2024/05/02/how-californias-ban-on-diesel-locomotives-could-have-major-national-repercussions/printer/
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Various industry and advocacy groups are lining up against California's costly measure, calling 

on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to deny a waiver needed to fully implement 

it. In the past month, more than 30 leading conservative organizations and individuals, hundreds 

of state and local chambers of commerce, and the U.S. agricultural sector have pleaded with the 

EPA to help stop this piece of extremism from escaping one coastal state. 

Railroads may not be something most Americans, whose attention is on their own cars and roads, 

think about often. But rail is the most basic infrastructure of interstate commerce, accounting for 

around 40 percent of long-distance ton-miles. It's also fairly clean, accounting for less than 1 

percent of total U.S. emissions. Private companies, like Union Pacific in the West or CSX in the 

East, pay for their infrastructure and equipment. These facts haven't stopped the regulatory 

power grab. 

Skip Ad 

Most importantly, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) regulation would have all freight 

trains operate in zero-emission configuration by 2035. At the end of the decade, the state is 

mandating the retirement of diesel locomotives 23 years or older, despite typically useful lives of 

over 40 years. Starting in 2030, new passenger locomotives must operate with zero emissions, 

with new engines for long-haul freight trains following by 2035. It limits locomotive idling and 

increases reporting requirements. 

Given the interstate nature of railway operations, California needs the EPA to grant a waiver. If 

the agency agrees, the policy will inevitably affect the entire continental United States. 

The kicker is that no technology exists today to enable railroads to comply with California's 

diktat, rendering the whole exercise fanciful at best. 

The Wall Street Journal's editorial board explained last November that while Wabtec Corp. has 

introduced a pioneering advance in rail technology with the launch of the world's first battery-

powered locomotive, the dream of a freight train fully powered by batteries remains elusive. The 

challenges of substituting diesel with batteries—primarily due to batteries' substantial weight and 

volume—make it an impractical solution for long-haul trains. Additionally, the risk of battery 

overheating and potential explosions, which can emit harmful gases, is a significant safety 

concern. As the editorial noted, "Even if the technology for zero-emission locomotives 

eventually arrives, railroads will have to test them over many years to guarantee their safety." 

The cost-benefit analysis is woefully unfavorable to the forced displacement of diesel 

locomotives. To "help" the transition, beginning in 2026, CARB will force all railroads operating 

in California to deposit dollars into an escrow account managed by the state and frozen for the 

explicit pursuit of the green agenda. For large railroads, this figure will be a staggering $1.6 

billion per year, whereas some smaller railroads will pay up to $5 million. 

Many of these smaller companies have signaled that they will simply go out of business. For the 

large railroads, the requirement will lock up about 20 percent of annual spending, money 

typically used for maintenance and safety improvements. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/california-diesel-locomotives-gavin-newsom-biden-administration-c4838adf
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Transportation is the largest source of U.S. emissions, yet railroads' contribution amounts to not 

much more than a rounding error. The industry cites its efficiency improvements over time, 

allowing railroads today to move a ton of freight more than 500 miles on a single gallon of 

diesel. Its expensive machines, which last between 30 to 50 years and are retrofitted throughout 

their life cycles, are about 75 percent more efficient than long-haul trucks that carry a 

comparative amount of freight. 

As Patricia Patnode of the Competitive Enterprise Institute, which signed the aforementioned 

letter to the EPA, recently remarked, "Rather than abolish diesel trains, CARB should stand in 

awe of these marvels of energy-efficient transportation." 

President Joe Biden talks a lot about trains, but his actions since taking office have consistently 

punished the private companies we should value far more than state-supported Amtrak. In this 

case, EPA Administrator Michael Regan and the White House need not think too hard. They 

should wait for reality to catch up before imposing on the rest of us one state's demands and 

ambitions. 

Reason, May 2,  2024 VERONIQUE DE RUGY is a contributing editor at Reason. She is a 

senior research fellow at the Mercatus Center at George Mason University.  

 

 

Item 2 - Nebraska & 16 Other States Sue California Over Zero-Emissions Trucking 

Mandates 

 

 
Truck on highway in Bakersfield, CA. (Photo: Clari Massimiliano, Shutterstock) 

 

Nebraska & 16 Other States Sue California Over Zero-Emissions Trucking 

Mandates - States hope to halt California’s EV trucking regulations 

By Evan Symon, May 14, 2024  
In a lawsuit filed on Monday, Nebraska and 16 other states sued the State of California over their 

“Advanced Clean Fleet” electric vehicle (EV) truck mandates, including laws where only new 

https://cei.org/blog/dear-california-just-let-the-trains-run/
https://reason.com/people/veronique-de-rugy/
https://californiaglobe.com/author/evan-symon/
https://dockets.justia.com/browse/state-california/court-caedce
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/california-trucking-assoc-sues-carb-over-advanced-clean-fleet-regulations/
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zero-emissions trucks would be sold in California beginning in 2035 and where only zero 

emissions trucks would be on California roads by the 2040s. 

 

The lawsuit dates back to last year, when the California Air Resources Board (CARB) began 

enacting clean fleet regulations. In 2023 CARB announced that the sale of all new diesel big rig 

trucks and buses will be banned in the state of California starting in 2036, similar to the 

state’s new gas-powered car sale ban that is currently set for 2035. In addition to the 2036 sales 

ban on new diesel trucks and buses, CARB also announced that all trucks in California must be 

zero-emissions by 2042. Under these new regulations, also known as the Advanced Clean Fleets 

rule, CARB aimed to achieve a total zero-emissions truck and bus fleet by 2045, as well as have 

at least 1.6 million zero-emission medium- and heavy-duty trucks operating in the state by 2048. 

 

These new rules were met with heavy opposition. In October, the California Trucking 

Association (CTA) sued the state over the Advanced Clean Fleet rules. However, the suit did 

little to halt the advancing laws. That’s when other states began to grow upset. As some of the 

deadlines, including the 2027 deadline where all medium- and heavy-duty vehicles acquired by 

state and local governments must be emissions free, come into view, states found that California 

could have more power over national usage. As 30% of all U.S. vehicle imports come through 

California ports, California’s electric trucking mandates essentially mean that they are for the 

entire country as well. 

 

This led to the Nebraska led lawsuit announcement Monday, with 16 other states backing 

Nebraska up. The suit, filed in the Eastern District of California, charges both CARB Executive 

Officer Dr. Steven Cliff and California Attorney General Rob Bonta that the Advanced Clean 

Fleet regulations would go over federal law, disrupt supply chains across the country, not be able 

to handle higher payload capacities, and would harm all states that didn’t have such mandates 

since so many trucking routes were California based. 

In addition to the California suit, Nebraska and 23 other states also sued the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) over a new rule passed in March which directs that 30% of heavy duty 

trucks in the U.S. have to be electric by 2032. 

 

“If the electric vehicle trucking mandates aren’t stopped, Nebraskans will pay the price,” said 

Nebraska Attorney General Mike Hilgers on Monday. “About 30% of U.S. imports arrive in 

California. This rule will be far too costly for consumers. These things don’t have the same kind 

of range; they can’t take the same kind of payload capacity. We know that those costs would 

flow through to customers. It would have a devastating impact on Nebraska businesses and 

Nebraska customers. 

“California and an unaccountable EPA are trying to transform our national trucking industry and 

supply chain infrastructure. This effort—coming at a time of heightened inflation and with an 

already-strained electrical grid—will devastate the trucking and logistics industry, raise prices 

for customers, and impact untold number of jobs across Nebraska and the country. Neither 

https://californiaglobe.com/fr/california-trucking-assoc-sues-carb-over-advanced-clean-fleet-regulations/
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/california-trucking-assoc-sues-carb-over-advanced-clean-fleet-regulations/
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/california-trucking-assoc-sues-carb-over-advanced-clean-fleet-regulations/
https://californiaglobe.com/articles/california-to-ban-sale-of-all-new-diesel-trucks-buses-beginning-in-2036/
https://californiaglobe.com/articles/california-to-ban-the-sale-of-gas-powered-vehicles-in-just-13-years/
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/advanced-clean-fleets
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/advanced-clean-fleets
https://californiaglobe.com/fr/california-trucking-assoc-sues-carb-over-advanced-clean-fleet-regulations/
https://californiaglobe.com/fl/california-cant-power-the-state-but-is-forging-ahead-with-electric-truck-mandate/
https://californiaglobe.com/fl/california-cant-power-the-state-but-is-forging-ahead-with-electric-truck-mandate/
https://apnews.com/article/epa-trucks-buses-emissions-climate-electric-vehicle-77da206eed5d1950993e18a6f4439254#:~:text=For%20instance%2C%2030%25%20of%20%E2%80%9C,standards%2C%20have%20begun%20to%20slow.
https://apnews.com/article/epa-trucks-buses-emissions-climate-electric-vehicle-77da206eed5d1950993e18a6f4439254#:~:text=For%20instance%2C%2030%25%20of%20%E2%80%9C,standards%2C%20have%20begun%20to%20slow.
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California nor the EPA has the constitutional power to dictate these nationwide rules to 

Americans.” 

“We feed the world, we save the planet,” Nebraska Governor Jim Pillen said. “The ports up and 

down California — you’re going to tell us we can’t get our product to the ports? It’s beyond 

comprehension.” 

17 states challenge California 

The 17 states in the suit, State of Nebraska v. Cliff, also zeroed in on the Advanced Clean Fleets 

regulations in the suit, pointing out that the regulations “Masquerade as a rule for in-state 

conduct. But by leveraging California’s large population and access to international ports on the 

West Coast, Advanced Clean Fleets exports its in-state ban nationwide, creating harms which are 

certain to reach Plaintiffs’ States.” 

 

“The regulations will force trucks to retire their internal combustion-powered engines because 

California will not allow them on the state’s roads. With California’s international ports being a 

hub for much of the nation’s imports, they could disrupt the supply chain, slow transport of 

goods, and raise prices. While California can regulate emissions, they cannot regulate the 

emissions of vehicles moving from state-to-state without the approval of Congress under 

the Congressional Commerce Clause.” 

 

To stop the Californian policies from influencing nationwide regulations and commerce, the 17 

states want the implementation of California’s Advanced Clean Fleets regulations to be halted. In 

addition, they also want an injunction so that California cannot have any of the regulations 

enforceable during the trial. 

As of Tuesday, neither Bonta or Cliff have yet to comment on the Nebraska suit. However, 

trucking and legal experts have said that the Nebraska suit will likely have a real chance of 

moving forward, which is currently leaving many Californian lawmakers and environmental 

advocates on edge. 

“The Nebraska lawsuit makes a lot of excellent points,” explained Simon Bernard, a trucking 

advocate who works with many trucking and shipping companies on logistics and fleet issues, to 

the Globe on Tuesday. “A lot of similar lawsuits in the past didn’t tie in commerce so much or 

what the effects of having so many vehicles come through California really are.” 

“This, as well as the EPA lawsuit, also shows just how not ready most states are when it comes 

to electric vehicles and how unsatisfied many are with the current limits of large electric trucks. 

They hold a lot less, the range is greatly reduced, and the battery charging times are much higher. 

Short haul, especially with small trucks, it could work. But, as the suit points out, this is 

connected to something mass scale and the readiness is not even close.” “And this could backfire 

now too, with California’s regulations now being on the line. It will be interesting to hear what 

CARB and Bonta will say, because, until Monday, they only ever had some state groups 

challenge this, not a coalition of states taking on them and the EPA.” 

https://www.pacermonitor.com/public/case/53515573/State_of_Nebraska_et_al_v_Cliff_et_al
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/commerce_clause#:~:text=The%20Commerce%20Clause%20refers%20to,and%20with%20the%20Indian%20tribes.%E2%80%9D
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Attorney General Bonta and the California Air Resources Board are expected to make statements 

on the lawsuit soon. 

 

Evan V. Symon is the Senior Editor for the California Globe. Prior to the Globe, he reported for the 

Pasadena Independent, the Cleveland Plain Dealer, and was head of the Personal Experiences section at 

Cracked. He can be reached at evan@californiaglobe.com. 

Spread the news:Cal Globe , May 14, 2024. 

 

Item 3 -  Ringside: Only Unity Can Challenge Environmentalism, Inc. 

California has only 5.0 percent of its land housing 94.2 percent of its population,  

By Edward Ring, May 16, 2024  

 

The California Environmental Quality Act was passed by the state legislature in 1971. At that 

time, it was the first legislation of its kind in the nation, if not the world. Its original intent was to 

“inform government decision makers and the public about the potential environmental effects of 

proposed activities and to prevent significant, avoidable environmental damage.” 

Over the past half-century, however, CEQA has acquired layers of legislative updates and 

precedent setting court rulings, warping it into a beast that denies clarity to developers and 

derails projects. When projects do make it through the CEQA gauntlet, the price of passage adds 

punitive costs in time and money. Knowing this will happen deters countless investors and 

developers from even trying to complete a project in the state. 

On May 8 the Little Hoover Commission, an independent state oversight agency, submitted to 

the governor its recommendations for how CEQA might be revised. Because the Little Hoover 

Commission is taken seriously by state policymakers, the recommendations are more 

incremental than might be advisable if policymakers took seriously their obligation to make 

California’s economy work for everyone, but in most respects what they’re recommending are 

steps in the right direction. 

 

Good ideas from the commission included a provision to limit delaying tactics, since delaying a 

project often is enough to kill a project, as well as stricter standards for who has so-called 

standing to file a CEQA lawsuit. Anyone who has gone through a CEQA process appreciates the 

value of these two reforms. The commission also recommended the legislature add clarity to 

CEQA language to take some of the burden of interpretation away from the courts and litigants, 

and they recommended the state “establish clear parameters for significance thresholds and for 

analysis and mitigation of impacts.” Easier said than done, fraught with potential to just make 

matters worse, but we have to try. So far, so good. 

Where the commission made a grave error was in carving out an exemption for “infill housing.” 

If CEQA must exist, there shouldn’t be any exemptions. Every special interest needs to jump 

through the same hoops. That might actually stimulate unity across California’s productive 

economic sectors as to what CEQA should and shouldn’t do. As it was, in the four lengthy public 

hearings held last spring, the only industry that showed up in force were the home builders. For 

news:Cal
https://californiaglobe.com/author/edward-ring/
https://californiapolicycenter.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11ce7cad5fe43ca4d5e1c25a7&id=545f2ae8d9&e=14669b1899
https://californiapolicycenter.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11ce7cad5fe43ca4d5e1c25a7&id=982efe0178&e=14669b1899
https://californiapolicycenter.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11ce7cad5fe43ca4d5e1c25a7&id=9b605ba5d6&e=14669b1899
https://californiapolicycenter.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11ce7cad5fe43ca4d5e1c25a7&id=9b605ba5d6&e=14669b1899
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the most part, these hearings were dominated by the usual suspects, professional and semi-

professional activists representing environmentalist and social justice causes. 

 

One may also wonder why “infill,” whereby every spare scrap of empty land “within existing 

development patterns” has to be turned into high density housing, is the optimal use of that land 

or a desirable housing strategy. The imposition of growth boundaries around California’s cities is 

perhaps the single biggest cause of a housing shortage and high prices, and its justification 

contradicts obvious facts. California is the most urbanized state in America, with only 5.0 

percent of its land housing 94.2 percent of its population. 

To share a fact that can’t be repeated often enough, you could move 10 million people into 

homes on quarter-acre lots, four per household, with an equal amount of land allocated for roads, 

parks, schools, and retail, commercial and industrial zoning, and you would only increase 

California’s urban footprint from 7,779 square miles to 9,702 square miles. That is, in this vast 

state which encompasses 155,779 square miles, you could move 10 million people into so-called 

sprawling suburbs and you would only increase the urban footprint of the state from 5.0 percent 

to 6.2 percent. The claim that we need to protect open space from suburban sprawl, heard 

incessantly from environmentalists, is completely unfounded. 

 

But this is the restrictive mentality that dominates Sacramento’s politicians and the state 

bureaucracy. Adherence requires imposing scarcity on everything that might make California a 

more affordable, productive and welcoming state. To enforce scarcity, CEQA is just one of the 

bigger tools among many. Whether it’s the California Air Resources Board, CalGEM, Cal EPA, 

the Dept. of Water Resources, the Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, the Coastal Commission, or the 

Public Utilities Commission, their intent is unambiguous and implacable. Scarcity in all things: 

energy, water, transportation, housing. 

CEQA reform is past-due. But incremental changes that will just accelerate Sacramento’s plan to 

move millions of people into low-rise apartments built on demolished single family homes is not 

a pleasant future, irrespective of the pretty renderings presented at planning department meetings 

by subsidy-guzzling developers armed with calculations of how much carbon they’ll save by 

cramming people into smaller and smaller spaces. 

One proposal to overhaul CEQA was filed by Stephen Hilton last year and cleared for signature 

gathering. Among other things, it would have restricted CEQA lawsuits to county district 

attorneys and capped impact fees. That could have been settled law by January 2024 if voters 

had a chance to vote on it in November, but the deadline for signature gathering just expired on 

5/13. Prospective donors knew what support for this initiative would have meant: nuclear war 

against Environmentalism, Inc. 

But these non-incremental proposals are what is needed to save California for working families.  

 

Why do we have CEQA at all, when there are so many other state and federal laws designed to 

protect the environment? More generally, what is it going to take to mount a serious challenge to 

https://californiapolicycenter.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=11ce7cad5fe43ca4d5e1c25a7&id=98219c1e7a&e=14669b1899
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the environmental movement in California that has captured our institutions to impose a 

misanthropic and extreme version of environmentalism on the population? 

What is missing today is unity between industrial interests and wealthy individuals who 

recognize what is happening in California and are prepared to fight, dollar for dollar, for as many 

decades as it takes, against a political machine that has forgotten that people come first. To do 

that, they have to stop playing defense, and come together to identify common threats and 

combine resources to fight for solutions that work for everyone. 

Edward Ring is the director of water and energy policy for the California Policy Center, which 

he co-founded in 2013 and served as its first president. The California Policy Center is an 

educational non-profit focused on public policies that aim to improve California’s democracy 

and economy. He is also a senior fellow of the Center for American Greatness. Ring is the 

author of two books: "Fixing California - Abundance, Pragmatism, Optimism" (2021), and 

"The Abundance Choice - Our Fight for More Water in California" (2022). 

 Item 4 – Border Getaways – Jump under current regime. 
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COLAB IN DEPTH                                                                                                                              
IN FIGHTING THE TROUBLESOME LOCAL DAY-TO-DAY ASSAULTS 

ON OUR FREEDOM AND PROPERTY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO 

KEEP IN MIND THE LARGER UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL, 

POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CAUSES 

TAKING BACK CALIFORNIA – PART THREE: 

FIGHTING CRIME                                                                

CONSERVATIVE CANDIDATES IN CALIFORNIA HAVE A 

CHANCE TO WIN OVER VOTERS WHO WON’T RESPOND TO A 

HARSHER “LOCK THEM ALL UP” MESSAGE                                      

BY EDWARD RING 

In recent years, California’s become a target for conservatives around the rest of the country who 

claim it is the prime example of a deep blue state where crime is out of control. This isn’t 

entirely deserved, since blue cities across the U.S. cope with similar, if not worse, levels of 

violent crime and property crime. The issue of rising crime is nonetheless one of the biggest ones 

of concern to California’s voters and for good reason. 

As crime rates rise in California, law enforcement is hindered by laws that tie their hands and 

budget cuts that deplete their resources. Crime statistics, alarming enough as officially released, 

are probably understated as victims no longer bother to report them. Smash-and-grab robberies 

by organized gangs routinely make headline news. Retail theft, afflicting businesses already 

coping with online competition, has forced the closure of countless stores and threatens to push 

California’s downtowns into an economic doom loop. The problem of homeless encampments is 

more visible and more problematic than ever. 

The reasons Californians confront a multifaceted onslaught of lawlessness and chaos can’t be 

traced to any single cause. Background conditions play a major role. The state has become one of 

the most difficult places to earn a living wage, thanks to a legislatively engineered epidemic of 

scarcity and high prices for every essential, including food, fuel, and housing. At the same time, 

the state has become one of the easiest places to be homeless—which is not to say being 

homeless is easy—thanks to the mildest weather in the U.S., a legislatively engineered lack of 

laws to control vagrancy, drug use, and petty theft, along with a massive Homeless Industrial 

Complex that won’t collect billions of dollars per year anymore if the problem is ever solved. 

But the direct and explicit causes of California’s crime and homelessness epidemics are known, 

as are the solutions. At the top of this list is the need to repeal the notorious Prop. 47, sold to 

voters in 2014 as a compassionate way to give nonviolent offenders a second chance by 

downgrading drug and property crimes. Proposition 47 has led to what police derisively refer to 

https://amgreatness.com/author/edwardring/
https://www.dailysignal.com/2024/01/26/crime-rates-continue-explode-blue-cities-despite-medias-narrative-contrary/
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as “catch and release,” because suspects are only issued citations with a court date and let go. 

With respect to the homeless, passage of this initiative has made it a waste of time for police to 

arrest anyone for openly using illegal drugs or for petty theft (defined as stealing items worth less 

than $950 per day). Only very serious crimes are still investigated. 

Reducing crime and homelessness in California also requires judicial changes. A ruling by the 

9th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals in the case Martin v. Boise held that cities cannot enforce anti-

camping ordinances if they do not have enough homeless shelter beds. This case and similar 

ones (ref. Jones v City of Los Angeles) have made it almost impossible to get the homeless off 

the streets. The situation is made much worse because the definition of “shelter” has been 

opportunistically conflated into insanely expensive “permanent supportive housing” that 

California’s taxpayers are now spending over $500,000 per unit to construct, to the delight of 

participating politically connected developers and nonprofits. 

Finally, a primary cause of California’s crime wave are district attorneys, who consistently favor 

criminals over victims. There are several of these district attorneys active in California counties, 

the most notorious among them being Chesa Boudin in San Francisco and George Gascon in Los 

Angeles. But here is where hope begins. Boudin was recalled by voters in San Francisco in 2022, 

and Gascon is in a tight race for reelection this November in Los Angeles. Voter sentiment in 

California is changing. Maybe they’ve finally had enough. 

A big test of just how much voter sentiment is changing will come if a proposition to repeal 

Prop. 47 qualifies for the state ballot, which is likely. Another reason for hope is the U.S. 

Supreme Court’s decision to reconsider Martin v. Boise, with a ruling expected later this year. A 

trifecta, then, might see Californians entering 2025 with Prop. 47 repealed, the criminal-friendly 

George Gascon no longer serving as district attorney in a county of 9.7 million people, and a 

new U.S. Supreme Court decision that makes it easier to get homeless people off the street and 

into shelters. 

Regardless of what happens in this year’s election and at the U.S. Supreme Court, most 

Californian voters still need to be convinced that law and order is achievable without violating 

the dignity and human rights of all concerned. Only with a cultural shift can current and future 

reforms be sustained. There are three things that conservatives should keep in mind as they 

consider what message and tone to share with voters on the issues of crime and homelessness. 

First, if a conservative candidate or incumbent is unwavering in their commitment to a realistic 

agenda to reduce crime, there is no harm in acknowledging that criminals themselves are victims. 

Nobody chooses their parents, their genes, or the society they’re born into. Early childhood 

trauma can damage a developing brain for life. There is no harm in expressing this fact, and 

doing so is a better way to attract undecided voters than taking on a punitive tone. One of the 

reasons crime-friendly district attorneys have been able to attract major donations and win 

elections is because they have seized the rhetorical high ground of compassion. It’s helpful to 

expose the hideous results of progressive “compassion,” but that job is much easier when the 

perpetrators of these failed policies cannot hide behind the shield of compassion. Conservatives 

https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/appellate-courts/ca9/15-35845/15-35845-2018-09-04.html
https://caselaw.findlaw.com/court/us-9th-circuit/1490887.html
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https://learnbehavioral.com/blog/brain-plasticity-2
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must emphasize that they also have compassion, but that compassion comes with obligations. 

Sometimes genuine compassion seems cruel, but results matter. 

Which brings up a second point that conservative candidates should emphasize: deterrence 

matters. This fact comes with a crucial nuance. It turns out that criminals are not deterred by the 

severity of punishment nearly as much as they are deterred by the certainty of punishment. In 

California today, criminals have almost no fear of punishment. The laws aren’t in place to make 

it likely they’ll ever be held accountable, and either there aren’t enough police to arrest them 

anyway or police who operate on limited resources are unwilling to spend time on yet another 

“catch and release” case. If California’s laws and prosecutors were reoriented to a high 

probability of convictions with sentencing, crime rates would drop overnight. 

Finally, the entire concept of incarceration needs to be revisited. I recall a retired sheriff once 

telling me about an encounter he had with an ex-con who had recently been released. The ex-con 

confronted the sheriff, who had made the original arrest that sent him to prison. But then 

something unexpected happened. He explained that while in prison, he earned a high school 

diploma, learned a vocation that accounted for his current employment, and had been cured of 

his drug addiction. Prison was the best thing that ever happened to this young man. 

A related story came from someone who spent most of his career helping homeless people. He 

operated a private shelter that put conditions on entry, unlike government-funded shelters. To get 

admitted, the homeless person had to commit to sobriety, counseling, and job training. The 

program is successful and could be expanded if government funding were available. More to the 

point, this man and every other professional homeless advocate operating privately funded 

shelters have shared the same conclusion—homeless people are almost all substance abusers or 

mentally ill, or both. Whether that’s the cause or the effect of their homeless status is irrelevant. 

They need to be compelled into shelters where they can get treatment and recover their dignity. 

If Californians begin to reform their laws, recall their crime-friendly DAs, and get some help 

from the U.S. Supreme Court this year, then the overwhelming question going forward is how to 

come up with innovative new forms of incarceration. The number of incarcerated individuals 

may not go up as much as statistics currently indicate. Crime is deterred by the certainty of 

punishment, not by the severity of the sentence. California’s homeless population includes a high 

percentage of individuals who would find housing with family or friends if they knew they were 

going to have to go to a shelter and stay sober. 

By expressing these three concepts—compassion, deterrence, and rehabilitative modes of 

incarceration—conservative candidates in California have a chance to win over voters who won’t 

respond to a harsher “lock them all up” message. Adding this nuance costs nothing and, in fact, 

can pave the way for a productive discussion over the cost/benefit of differing modes of 

incarceration. 

For example, if inmates are sequestered to Cal Fire to work the fire lines, why can’t they do 

other tasks throughout the rural regions of California? Why not use inmates to improve rural 

https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/247350.pdf
https://calmatters.org/justice/2024/01/california-prison-cost-per-inmate/
http://www.fire.ca.gov/fire_protection/fire_protection_coop_efforts_consrvcamp
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access roads, remove dead trees from our overgrown forests, or even work in agriculture? Why 

can’t homeless people also have these opportunities? 

As for the possible need to expand California’s capacity to absorb minimum security inmates and 

recovering substance abusers, why not equip new facilities with the latest robotic and 

surveillance technologies, not to eliminate them but at least to reduce the need for guards and 

fences? The amount of money that is currently spent to allegedly help the homeless in California 

could easily pay for shelters—voluntary and involuntary—established in less expensive parts of 

the state, with plenty of money left over for counseling, job training, and treatment. 

Californians can reduce crime without having to invest hundreds of billions of dollars. It can be 

done by redirecting money that is currently wasted and by political and judicial reforms that 

change the rules and create deterrence. It can be done with compassion for everyone concerned 

and deliver results everyone wants. This is the message conservatives can carry in California all 

the way to victory in upcoming elections now and in the future. 

 Edward Ring is a senior fellow of the Center for American Greatness. He is also the director 

of water and energy policy for the California Policy Center, which he co-founded in 2013 and 

served as its first president. Ring is the author of Fixing California: Abundance, Pragmatism, 

Optimism (2021) and The Abundance Choice: Our Fight for More Water in California (2022). 

American Greatness, May 15, 2024. 

 

 

 

ADDENDUM A                                                                            
SEE NEXT PAGE 

 

https://calmatters.org/commentary/2023/07/something-clearly-off-homelessness-spending/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS   

ANDY CALDWELL SHOW NOW LOCAL                      

IN SLO COUTY                                                                            
Now you can listen to THE ANDY CALDWELL SHOW  

in Santa Barbara, Santa Maria & San Luis Obispo Counties! 
We are pleased to announce that The Andy Caldwell Show is now 

broadcasting out of San Luis Obispo County on FM 98.5 in 
addition to AM 

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=144&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS556US556&tbm=isch&tbnid=bNh77TRjKKwK-M:&imgrefurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/news9405.php&docid=tyoBhh9O1_V_FM&imgurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/horse.gif&w=292&h=280&ei=PtDVUrCQPMOy2wW1j4DgDQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=1036&page=8&ndsp=21&ved=0CJ4BEIQcMDM4ZA
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1290/96.9 Santa Barbara and AM 1240/99.5 Santa Maria  
The show now covers the broadcast area from Ventura to 

Templeton -  

THE only show of its kind on the Central Coast covering local, 
state, national and international issues!  3:00-5:00 PM 
WEEKDAYS 
You can also listen to The Andy Caldwell Show LIVE on the Tune 
In Radio App and previously aired shows at:  3:00-5:00 PM 
WEEKDAYS  
 

 COUNTY UPDATES OCCUR MONDAYS AT 4:30 PM 
MIKE BROWN IS THE REGULAR MONDAY GUEST AT 4:30! 

 

 
 

SUPPORT COLAB 

 

 

  

 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wv6B06qB7-ZnuXLgl1J0yIlTxOCY2PpdIElhtHAOK7v28eOOR5ibwpsPhlADImlvI-uFwWHWoo5J8L6SjyU7BKPzq1QzctWsfSGTQKNxMu5qz7mNq5BrtredjlioxdwcH-uYII8Mf7zi4zM9Tn5eVYOqxcvLzO9NDU2HsXhVms-ujpBr7ePDPQ==&c=4iCWmBKlTqfjKqciNrC0lh0RDf6r1VX_zO0UzoGMmrmOersLVBf-tQ==&ch=vn-4cYs7ynIPFDXBZWt6iLor7Y6BYqppfzW_y4OhA2qsbDufB_ayGg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wv6B06qB7-ZnuXLgl1J0yIlTxOCY2PpdIElhtHAOK7v28eOOR5ibwpsPhlADImlvI-uFwWHWoo5J8L6SjyU7BKPzq1QzctWsfSGTQKNxMu5qz7mNq5BrtredjlioxdwcH-uYII8Mf7zi4zM9Tn5eVYOqxcvLzO9NDU2HsXhVms-ujpBr7ePDPQ==&c=4iCWmBKlTqfjKqciNrC0lh0RDf6r1VX_zO0UzoGMmrmOersLVBf-tQ==&ch=vn-4cYs7ynIPFDXBZWt6iLor7Y6BYqppfzW_y4OhA2qsbDufB_ayGg==
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MIKE BROWN ADVOCATES   

BEFORE THE BOS 
 

\ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VICTOR DAVIS HANSON ADDRESSES A COLAB FORUM 
 

  
 

DAN WALTERS EXPLAINS SACTO MACHINATIONS AT A COLAB FORUM 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/HfU-cXA7I8E/maxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfU-cXA7I8E&docid=HSEK4W0x1Civ2M&tbnid=NICVGZqZ5lbcVM:&vet=10ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=643&biw=1366&q=colab san luis obispo&ved=0ahUKEwikrJ-euL7VAhVrjVQKHaCPD_sQMwg5KBMwEw&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/T17uSFpWkcw/mqdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://calcoastnews.com/2016/07/slo-county-supervisors-put-sales-tax-ballot/&docid=OUqi0WLMze01uM&tbnid=ql40TXlQtctTiM:&vet=1&w=320&h=180&bih=643&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKEwif6I7UuL7VAhVkqFQKHUqaAcc4ZBAzCDsoNTA1&iact=c&ictx=1
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AUTHOR & NATIONALLY SYNDICATED COMMENTATOR/RADIO HOST BEN 

SHAPIRO  

APPEARED AT A COLAB ANNUAL DINNER 
 

   
 

NATIONAL RADIO AND TV COMMENTATOR HIGH HEWITT AT COLAB DINNER 
 

   
MIKE BROWN RALLIED THE FORCES OUTDOORS DURING COVID LOCKDOWN 

 

    

 

JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE TO COLAB ON THE NEXT PAGE 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cloudfront.mediamatters.org/static/images/item/benshapiro-fox2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mediamatters.org/blog/2013/06/27/breitbartcoms-shapiro-imagines-churches-will-no/194656&h=596&w=924&tbnid=EJgjcBHeHP0_yM:&zoom=1&docid=jg6l7tHrajWRPM&ei=i2WHVJLMFdHtoASbxYDIBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygVMBU&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=498&page=2&start=10&ndsp=21
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiVqOPwpNTdAhWPCDQIHaC7AVYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/hugh-hewitt/&psig=AOvVaw2KgvCuZhnzSimJIDCbQjwj&ust=1537900749442226
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Join COLAB or contribute by control clicking at: COLAB 

San Luis Obispo County (colabslo.org) or use the form below: 

  

https://www.colabslo.org/membership.asp
https://www.colabslo.org/membership.asp

